
Home is a place where
you go at the end of
the workday. As

such, it is a space that you
must design keeping your
personality in mind. The
living room in any home is
an important place as it is
almost always the first
thing that meets the eye in
the home. “Suddenly interi-
or décor has become very
important in our lives. Am-
bience plays a big role —
where we live, where we
work. And there’s a para-
digm shift in the way Indi-
ans have started dressing
up their homes,” points out
Namrata Dugar, MD Ikian.

New launches
One interesting product

launch is a special-finish
veneer. “This veneer is
used instead of the stone or
butchwork that was tradi-
tionally used to create fea-
ture walls. This product
provides the same look, but
is a veneer sheet that is

rolled on to the wall — it is
easier to fix, maintain and
replace. These veneers
come in different finishes;
stone, bamboo, motifs, cop-
per etc,” says Anjum Jung,
Managing Director, Morph
Design Company. Magppie
has recently introduced a
complete new range in the
market. It includes Lord
Ganesh figurine, a whole
new collection of tradition-
ally carved candles, ele-
gant T light and candle
holders. Says Abhimanyu
Gupta, Director, Actis
Technologies Pvt Ltd, “One
of the most exciting new
innovations in home tech-
nology is the concept of a
media centre and/or a cen-
tral media server for all
forms of home entertain-
ment.

The introduction of dig-
ital technology in the en-
tertainment space — and
more importantly, the pop-
ularity of digital media
like mp3 (music) and mp 4

(video), that has risen over
the last few years — is one
of the main drivers of this
trend in home technology.”
Maspar home fashion, the
premium brand of home
furnishing, recently
launched its latest group
collections. HomeTown’s
new living room furniture
range comprises products,
which are both high-end
designer line, as well as
regular lines. Ikian Furni-
ture’s has launched its lat-
est range of Italian furni-
ture, under the brand name
FRIULI.

Trends in space
Saten Kapur, Creative

Head, Area, opines, “ To-
day, the focus is on a lot of
clean lines, modular sofas
with a shiny surfaced la-
quered look. Basically it is
a cool, modern and clutter
free look.” “In terms of de-
sign trends, low height cen-
tre tables, mix and match
furniture are in. Earlier,

living rooms used to only
have furniture, and maybe
a TV set. Now, the trend is
to create entire concepts
out of this space. Towards
this end, we are seeing a lot
of partitions, hidden light-
ing, etc,” says Jung. There
are several new wallpapers
that have been launched.
These range from vinyl
wallpapers, to paper
backed to fabric backed
wallpapers.

There is a tremendous
range of finishes - natural
textures (wood, stone etc),
floral patterns, motifs, and
geometric patterns.
“Metallics are ‘in’. People
are also back to classic
stuff and the phase of con-
temporary straight line is
on the decline,” says Vinod
Jain, Managing Director,
Magppie Retail Ltd.

Colour palettes for the
season, feature rich autum-
nal tones, often dense and
sombre, which could be
contrasted with brighter,
more luminous shades in
surprising combinations.
Grey neutrals, white and
black, form a thread, which
acts as the backbone for all
the colour palettes. The
palest of lilacs intertwined
with the most soothing of
greens, creams and beiges,
are in this season to lull
your senses into a medita-
tive state of mind. The sea-
son also focusses on a com-
bination of different
shades in violet, indigo,
blue, green, yellow, orange
and red for the living areas.

Says Mahesh Shah,
CEO, Home Town, “It is
important to strike a per-
fect balance between the
space in your house and
the furniture that you buy.
So, low height furniture
has become the latest

trend. Low height furni-
ture opens up space and
makes your room look
larger, as it makes the ceil-
ing appear higher.The con-
cept of low-height furni-
ture is also well accepted
because of its cosy look
and aesthetic appeal. As
the room sizes have been
getting smaller, low height
furniture is becoming the
ideal choice for today’s
consumer.”

Style statement
A modern vibe can be

enjoyed with dark black
enamel accents, white tex-
tures, and even zebra print
designs. To make your liv-
ing room more luxurious,
you can also use velvet pil-
lows and cushions that are
available in various pat-
terns and colours. Opines
Kanchana Hariharan,
General Manager - Resi-
dential, DivyaSree Devel-
opers Pvt Ltd, “Contempo-
rary design features con-
tinue to hold sway, al-
though the move away
from minimalism, harsh
lines, and a clinical ambi-
ence, is replaced with a
touch of old-world
warmth. Eclecticism is in.
This is the time when that
colonial/antique piece of
furniture can be placed
alongside your contempo-
rary straight-line sofas,
and not look out of place.”

Flooring shows in-
creased use of carpet tiles,
and carpets that focus on
tones and weaves, rather
than motifs. In tiles, ce-
ramics are out and porce-
lain is in. Glass continues
its reign of supremacy and
is being used in a lot of
creative ways. A new fea-
ture in the lighting market
is the use of motion sen-
sors instead of manual
light switches. Beads are
being used for accessories
and draperies. “Lighting is
tending towards side
lamps, mirrored and glass
lamp shades; fragranced
candles are a hit. Textured
looks, bright colours and
bling are all in,” adds Ka-
pur. As people become
more conscious about
their living space as a re-
flection of their style and
values, options seem to
only increase. Have a ball
doing up your living room!
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